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On Nov. 13., U.S. Atty. General Eric Holder announced that five men being detained at
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, would go on trial in federal court in New York City for their alleged
roles in the Sept. 11, 2001 attacks, including Khalid Sheikh Mohammed, the suspected
mastermind. 

      

He and the four defendants will be tried in the Southern District of New York federal courthouse
in Lower Manhattan, just blocks from the site where the Twin Towers stood. Do you agree with
Holder’s decision to try those men in New York? Or do you agree with former New York Mayor
Rudolph Giuliani’s public criticism that those men instead should face a military tribunal, and
that trying them in New York exposes that city to the threat of another terrorist attack?

  

It makes no sense to have a trial in a U.S. civilian court for enemy combatants captured
overseas in a time of war.

  

This is not shoplifting, this is war.

  

Military tribunals were created for just this sort of thing. They have been used for enemy
combatants captured overseas in many circumstances and have operated as they should.

  

Furthermore, these terrorists should not be tried in the same venue and under the same rules
as a U.S. citizen accused of a domestic crime.

  

It is worth noting that Rudy Giuliani, the former Republican mayor of New York City at the time
of the 9/11 attacks, and Democratic Gov. David Patterson have come together to oppose this
decision by the Obama Administration.

  

This is just the latest among the terrible decisions and policies emanating from the Obama
White House.
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U.S. Rep. John Campbell

  

(R-Newport Beach)
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